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BROAD FOCUS 

Sunday,  
October 7, 2018 

 

Worship, 8:45 a.m. Chapel 
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. 
Worship, 10:55 a.m. Sanctuary 
 

Scripture Readings:  
10-7 Job 1:1; 2:1-10, Psalm 
26 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756), 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12, Mark 
10:2-16 
10-14 Job 23:1-9, 16-17, 
Psalm 22:1-15 (UMH 752), 
Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-
31 

BROAD STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Worship  
Radio Broadcast  

550 AM & 92.9 FM  
at 11 a.m. or listen live via 
www.realcountry929.com 

 We need to talk. 
 We do not need to fight. 
 We need to learn. 
  We need to be the best 
 Christians we can be in a 
 world full of hurt. 
 

      I have been coming to a 
United Methodist Church 
since I was 2 weeks old.  In all 
that time, I have never known 
my church to have a study/learning ses-
sion on the subject of homosexuality. And, 
for most of my life growing up, having 
such a discussion would never have oc-
curred to me. 
     That’s because I led a very sheltered 
life.  (Very sheltered).  And when I became 
a pastor, I realized how many people ago-
nized privately over this subject and how 
many families are deeply torn.  I learned 
how much they have felt alone, not sup-
ported by the church’s silence.  And when 
the church has not been silent, the con-
demnation associated with the church hurt 
people even more deeply.  In every church I 
have served – from the smallest to the 
largest—this issue has been part of the life 
of families in the congregation.  I heard 
countless stories of pain and alienation 
and struggle.  I walked with these dear 
people as a pastor but, without exception, 
the people involved insisted on confidenti-
ality.  More times than I can count, I have 
been part of a conversation where, in a 
Sunday School class or at a fellowship 
gathering, someone was pontificating neg-
atively about “gays”--- not realizing that 
some of their best friends hearing them 
had a son or a daughter or a brother or a 
sister was gay.  And I couldn’t tell.  These 
are good people.  They would never have 
knowingly hurt their church friends.  But 
they did.   I was never brave enough to ask 

the congregation to pray, study and 
think about this subject together. 
     Times have changed.   As I was 
having these pastoral experiences, 
the world was changing, too.    You 
may think the change is good or 
bad (or maybe both).  But the con-
cerns for equal rights for homosex-
ual persons has become very pub-
lic.  We are long past the time for 
holy conversation on the issue of 

homosexuality.  The conversations we 
have probably been part of are likely not 
very holy—maybe not even polite.  We have 
much to learn from each other.   
     Wednesday nights October 3, 10, 17 and 
24 from 6:00 – 7:15 in Memorial Hall, we 
are going to begin to have the conversa-
tion that all my life in the church we have 
avoided.  I hope you will come. 
      I think we have avoided this topic for a 
long time because it is deeply emotional, 
highly volatile and, when the subject 
comes up—in our homes or in the news,  
often very hurtful things are said.  So we 
avoid and dread the subject. Please under-
stand that when you come to our Wednes-
day night study settings, you are not com-
ing to a fight.  We have had enough fights 
in our friendships and families and other 
settings.  I am inviting you to (and will in-
sist on) a conversation in the context of 
church and faith.  Differences of opinion 
will be welcome in a respectful atmos-
phere. 
     Friends, this is my bottom line:  if we 
can’t discuss important issues in church, 
where are we going to learn how to relate 
as Christians? 
     So here we go.  Please pray for me and 
everyone who comes.  We are going to 
grow in mature Christian faith.  I will be 

happy to see you there.   Mary John  
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Sunday, October 7 
 All Day World Communion Sunday 
 All Day Broad Focus 
 8:45 AM Early Worship (CHPL) 
 9:45 AM Sunday School 
 10:55 AM Worship Service (SNCTRY) 
 5:30 PM Servant Crew (MEM HL) 
Monday, October 8 
 6:00 PM Men's Bible Study (FRD LG) 
Tuesday, October 9 
 10:00 AM Concerned Women (FRD LG) 
 10:30 AM Staff Mtg 
 12:00 PM Young Clergy (CNF RM) 
Wednesday, October 10 
 9:15 AM Jars of Clay (EB 202) 
 3:30 PM Humpday Hangout Gathering 
 5:00 PM Fellowship Meal (MEM HL) 
 6:00 PM Unafraid & Unashamed study (MEM HL) 

 6:00 PM Handbells (SNCTRY) 
 7:15 PM Chancel Choir (CHR RM) 

Sunday, October 14 
 8:45 AM Early Worship (CHPL) 
 9:45 AM Sunday School 
 10:55 AM Worship Service (SNCTRY) 
 4:00 PM Nominations Mtg (CNF RM) 
 5:30 PM Youth Gathering (YTH Alley) 
Monday, October 15 
 6:00 PM Men's Bible Study (FRD LG) 
Tuesday, October 16 
 12:00 PM Young Clergy (CNF RM) 
 6:00 PM Finance Meeting (CNF RM) 
 7:00 PM Trustee Meeting (CNF RM) 
Wednesday, October 17 
 3:30 PM Humpday Hangout Gathering 
 5:00 PM Fellowship Meal (MEM HL) 
 6:00 PM Handbells (SNCTRY) 
 6:00 PM Unafraid & Unashamed study (MEM  HL) 

 7:15 PM Chancel Choir (CHR RM) 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Sat., Oct. 20: Ubuntu Day 
Sat., Nov. 3: New Officers' Training at First 
Elkin UMC (all new officers should plan to 
attend) 
Mon., Nov. 5: Executive Team Meeting 
Thurs. Nov.15-Sat., Nov.17: Broad Street 
Marketplace 
Mon., Dec.3: December General Meeting, 
hosted by Jars of Clay 
 
Many thanks to Cindy Cronce for our World 
Thank Program on Monday! Also many 
thanks to the ladies who stepped up to be 
our new leadership team! This is an amaz-
ing group of ladies! We will install our new 
leaders at the December meeting. 
 
UMW Book Moment: 
Give your children the greatest gift of all-
pass on your faith. 

In Passing It On, Kara Lassen 
Oliver provides a practical 
guide to help parents, grand-
parents, and other concerned 
adults as they nurture their 
children's faith. For four 
weeks at a time, she offers 

easy-to-follow suggestions for families 
during the seasons of Advent, Lent, sum-
mer, and back to school. 
This book features: 
• plans for weekly Family Gatherings with 

age-appropriate activities 
 

• symbols to remind family members of the 
week's spiritual emphasis 

 

• a suggested daily practice and prayer for 
each week 

 

• a Leader's Guide for parent groups study-
ing this book together 

 
The most valuable legacy we can pass to 
our children, grandchildren, and other chil-
dren is a spiritual heritage. Kara Oliver 
shows us how to do just that. 
 

 

Stewardship Sunday 
   

October 21st, 2018 
 

Lunch to follow  

Upcoming Acolytes : 
Oct. 7 George-Anne Johnson 
  Cooper Hall 
Oct. 14  Josie Shoemaker 
  Lawton Johnson 
Oct. 21  Mia Sohovich 
  Karley Crain 
Oct. 28  George Dailey 
  Rebecca Plyler 
 
Upcoming Crucifers: 
Oct. 7  Ward Tsumas 
Oct. 14  Callie Hall 
Oct. 21  Matthew Turner 
Oct. 28  Kara Wagoner 

The Prime Timers will meet 
for their regular monthly 
meeting on Monday, October 
28, 2018 in Memorial 
Hall.  Our guest speaker/
entertainer will be Joe Hud-
son local humorist/story 
teller.  A number of you know 
Joe as the former Director of 
Water Resources for the City 
of Statesville from which he 
is now retired.  Joe has writ-
ten many interesting articles 
for our local newspaper.  He 
is known as a great story 
teller and is the author of “Big 
Decisions Are Best Made 
With Hot Dogs.”  This is a 
good time for everyone to 
invite a guest or potential 
member to Prime Tim-
ers.  Guest reservations may 
be made by noon on 
Wednesday, October 24th by 
calling the church office at 
704-873-3279. 

Children’s Sabbath 
 

October 14th, 2018 
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Black Mountain/Briar Bottom Campground  
October 26TH-28TH  

 

A time for our families to spend a weekend in the out-
doors UNPLUGGED! Time to just sit back, relax, reflect 
and enjoy God’s work in the outdoors. We will close out 
our weekend with a devotion led by Carrilea Sunday 

morning. 
RSVP by October 13th to jacobsmom2003@yahoo.com 

Have you traveled to another country and maybe have an 
article of clothing or an entire outfit that represents anoth-
er culture in this world? We invite you to wear appropriate 
attire you may have acquired from visiting another country 
or maybe someone gave you, on World Communion Sun-
day, October 7th.  Join us in celebration of this Eucharistic 
feast! 

Halloween on Broad Street 2018  

October 31st   4-6pm 
 

The Witness and Children’s Ministry Teams are hosting an 
event with a purpose: to create a family-friendly space 
where we the church can live our mission and share our 
story. We are asking volunteers to make connections with 
visitors by welcoming them to our lawn, sharing a meal, 
and extending invitations to worship and church activities. 

 

Ways to get involved: 
Setup/food prep (3-4pm) Food Service (4-6pm) 
Cleanup (6pm) Face paint (4-6pm) 
Donate $5 for cookies     Conversationalist (4-6pm)   

 

This event has BIG potential hundreds of children and 
families will enter our grounds during the downtown trick-
or-treat. Thank you for loving and serving our community! 
Contact the church office or Katie Collins 
(katiebaker81@yahoo.com) to volunteer. 

I have read that poets and songwriters are just the same in 
that they are glad about something and simply want others 
to be glad about it, too. There are many times when we all 
feel captured by the wonder of something and want some-
one else to also be captured by it. Hey, look outside at that 
mother bird feeding her babies or I just saw a butterfly land 
on the porch and you should come see it. If you think about 
it, an encounter with Jesus is the deepest version of that.  
 
We can en- c o u n t e r 
Jesus and his love in 
many ways. Many of us 
at Broad Street have 
been the re- cipients of 
this through Camp Bar-
nabas. For the past 
three years, we have 
been in- volved with 
this camp, which is for individuals with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities. Since we only spend three days at 
camp, most of us cannot begin to understand what it is like 
the rest of the year for the campers, caregivers, and par-
ents. This will be a time for us to listen and gain awareness 
so that we might experience more fully the richness of be-
ing in relationship with people who are differently abled!   
 
We have a unique opportunity to hear from a parent, a spe-
cial education teacher, and a camper on Sunday, October 
14, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (supper will be served). It 
does not matter if you have volunteered or not.  This is in-
tended to be a time to help us grow deeper in our aware-
ness of what life is like for persons whom are often on the 
margins of society.  Come learn new ways to encounter 
Jesus by hearing how these campers, caregivers, and par-
ents display his love each day of the year. We hope to see 
you there.  

World Communion Sunday 
this Sunday 

BROAD STREET FAN CLUB 
Sometimes we share common interests with people and 
sometimes we don’t and that is ok! Part of what it means to 
be in a church family is to love and support one another. One 
way we can show one another that we care is to show up 
and cheer them on. Join us in supporting these youth during 
October. More dates to come in November. If your youth is 
involved in something and wants to be added to the calen-
dar let Carrilea know! 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Walter Bellamy, Custodian 

Maryette Bost, Organist Emerita/Membership Sec. 
Jeanna Bullins, Administrative Assistant 
Mary John Dye, Senior Pastor 
Carrilea Potter Hall, Associate Pastor 
Crissy Newsome, Hostess/Food Service Coord. 
Leslie & Amanda Overcash, Music Ministries 

Susan Tharpe, Dir. of Children’s Ministries & Cong. Discipleship 

Debbie Williamson, Church Administrator 
 

 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friday 9:00a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

BROAD STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
704.873.3279 • FAX 704.873.8235 

www.broadstreetumc.org 

BROAD FOCUS (USPS065-700) is published biweekly by the Broad Street United 
Methodist Church, 315 West Broad Street, P.O. Box 169, Statesville, NC 28687. 
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POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes to 

BROAD FOCUS 

Post Office Box 169 - Statesville, NC 28687 

Our Known Hospitalized 
As of Tuesday noon: Iredell:  Hanna 
Kutteh-Rm. 153, Betty Murdock-Rm.  
530 
 
When you are admitted to the hospital, 
call the church office or have a family 
member call. Due to the Privacy Act, the 
hospital will NOT call us. Also notify the 
church office of deaths in your family. Do 
not assume that we have been called; 
we'd rather have several calls than to miss 
someone!  

ATTENDANCE 
 
9/23/18 
8:45 A.M. Worship in Chapel 24 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School 88 
10:55 A.M. Worship in Sanctuary 136 
 
9/30/18 
8:45 A.M. Worship in Chapel 26 
9:45 A.M. Sunday School 80 
10:55 A.M. Worship in Sanctuary 154 

MEMORIALS 
 

BACKPACK MINISTRY 
Charles Vaughn 
 Beth McCollum  
 
CARING FELLOWSHIP 
Katherine Bunch 
Henry H. Nicholson, Jr. 
Charles Vaughn 
James Cornelius 
Marian Morgan 
Henry L. Anderson 
 Joe Troutman, III 

UMYF 
Charles Vaughn 
 Betty Jean Britt 
 Mable Chilton 
 Jean Pero 
 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Wilson 
 Carol Davis 
 

HONOR GIFTS 
 
UMYF 
Betty Murdock 
 Eric Murdock 

CONGREGATION NOTES 

Barbara and I would like to thank all of 
our remarkable church family for their 
caring and generous response to my 
recent illness.  I am humble and grate-
ful for their many ways of expressing 
their love and concern. 
Agape,  Bob Lee 

October 10  
Lasagna 

Caesar Salad 
Garlic Bread 

 
October 17 

Vegetable Beef Soup 
Cheese Toast 

Wednesday Night 

Fellowship 

menu 

Meals will be served 5:00 - 5:45. While 
reservations are not required, adding 

your name to the list is helpful. 

NEW HOSPITALITY  
CENTER 

 
For your convenience, coffee 
and snacks are now available on 
Sunday morning. Our new hos-
pitality center is located in the 
lobby of the Education Building 
and will be available before  
Sunday School.  


